
 
CT Interagency Drought Workgroup  
 
September 17, 2020, 2:00 p.m. EDT, conducted remotely via Microsoft Teams: 
________________________________________________________________________________  

Join Microsoft Teams Meeting  

+1 860-840-2075   United States, Hartford (Toll)  

Conference ID: 895 389 379#  
 
 
 
Agenda 
 
1. Call to order 

 
2. Introductions (if needed) 
 
3. Approval of minutes:  9/3/2020 

 
4. Update on Regional Water/Drought Coordinators (DEMHS) 

 
5. Discuss current conditions and areas of improvement/degradation 

 
a. Review summary prepared by OPM (see below) and any questions on agency updates 

 
6. Recommend a course of action in accordance with State Drought Plan: 

 
a. Maintain or modify current drought stage for each county 
b. If modifications are made, review actions to take place in accordance with drought plan 

 
7. Items for next meeting and schedule 
 
8. Adjourn 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YjUxZWVkM2YtM2UyYi00NjExLWJiZWYtZTZjZmE1MzAwOGM5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2258f84904-aad5-4eda-80f1-2903352a6675%22%7d
tel:+1%20860-840-2075,,895389379# 
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Water/Drought/20181106statedroughtplanadopted.pdf




https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Water/Drought/NWS-Precip-Reports/CTprecip_thru0820.pdf
https://groundwaterwatch.usgs.gov/StateMap.asp?sa=CT&sc=09
https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/index.php?r=ct&id=mv01d
https://portal.ct.gov/DPH/Drinking-Water/DWS/Reservoir-Data
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/cdus/palmer_drought/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/cdus/palmer_drought/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/cdus/palmer_drought/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/cdus/palmer_drought/
https://vegdri.unl.edu/Home/StateVegDRI.aspx?CT
https://vegdri.unl.edu/Home/StateVegDRI.aspx?CT
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Forestry/Forest-Fire/Forest-Fire-Danger-Report
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/


Stage 3 Trigger Fairfield Hartford Litchfield Middlesex New Haven New London Tolland Windham Data of Record

Precipitation (1) Three-month total below 

65% of normal

84% of normal 46% of normal 69% of normal 62% of normal 74% of normal 58% of normal 63% of normal 62% of normal 8/31/2020

Ground Water (2) Four consecutive months 

below the 25th percentile

≤25% stations 

meet trigger

≤25% stations 

meet trigger

≤25% stations 

meet trigger

≤25% stations 

meet trigger

≤25% stations 

meet trigger

≤25% stations 

meet trigger

≤25% stations 

meet trigger

≤25% stations 

meet trigger

8/31/2020

Streamflow (3) Four out of five months 

below the 25th percentile

≤25% stations 

meet trigger

≤25% stations 

meet trigger

≤25% stations 

meet trigger

≤25% stations 

meet trigger

≤25% stations 

meet trigger

≤25% stations 

meet trigger

≤25% stations 

meet trigger

≤25% stations 

meet trigger

8/31/2020

Reservoirs (4) Average levels less than 

70% of normal

88% of normal 81% of normal 91% of normal 86% of normal 87.5% of normal 92% of normal 82% of normal 100% of normal 9/16/2020

Palmer Drought 

Severity Index (5)

-3.0 to -3.99 -2.0 to -2.99 -2.0 to -2.99 -3.0 to -3.9 -2.0 to -2.99 -2.0 to -2.99 -2.0 to -2.99 -2.0 to -2.99 -2.0 to -2.99 8/29/2020

Crop Moisture 

Index (6)

-2.0 to -2.99 -0.84 to -1.85 -1.85 -1.32 -0.84 to -1.85 -0.84 to -1.85 -0.84 to -1.85 -1.85 -1.85 9/12/2020

VegDRI (seasonal) 

(7)

Moderate drought 

conidtions

<25% of region 25-75% of region >75% of region 25-75% of region <25% of region >75% of region 25-75% of region >75% of region 9/13/2020

Fire Danger (8) High High or above High or above High or above High or above High or above High or above High or above High or above 9/16/2020

U.S. Drought 

Monitor (9)

Intensity level D2-D3 N-D0 D1-D2 D0-D1 D0-D1 N-D0 D1-D2 D1-D2 D1-D2 9/10/2020

Key: Drought trigger met 

across the majority of 

region

(7) Based on visual assessment of geographic extent of each VegDri drought designation in each region, calculated by the National Drought Mitigation Center in collaboration with USGS.

(8) Based on daily forest fire danger report from CT DEEP Bureau of Natural Resources, Division of Forestry.

(9) Based on analysis of most recent edition of the U.S. Drought Monitor, produced by the National Drought Mitigation Center.

Stage 3 Drought Trigger Summary by Region -- September 17, 2020

(2) Based on monthly assessment of groundwater stations by region, calculated by United States Geological Survey (USGS).  Region is identified as meeting trigger when ≥65% of stations in the region meet the 

threshold.  Region is identified as not meeting trigger when ≤25% of stations in the region meet the threshold.  Region is identified as partially meeting trigger when greater than 25% and less than 65% of stations in the 

region meet the threshold.

(3) Based on monthly assessment of stream gauge stations by region, calculated by USGS.  Region is identified as meeting trigger when ≥65% of stations in the region meet the threshold.  Region is identified as not 

meeting trigger when ≤25% of stations in the region meet the threshold.  Region is identified as partially meeting trigger when greater than 25% and less than 65% of stations in the region meet the threshold.

(4) Based on latest available reservoir status reports obtained from public water suppliers and compiled by CT Department of Public Health Drinking Water Section.

(5) Calculated by Climate Prediction Center (CPC) for each State Climate Division and extrapolated to county.  Northwestern Climate Division reflective of Fairfield county, Central Climate Division reflective of Hartford, 

Tolland, Windham counties.  Blend of Central Climate Division and Coastal Climate Division for Fairfield, New Haven, Middlesex, New London counties.

(6) Calculated by CPC for each State Climate Division and extrapolated to county.  Northwestern Climate Division reflective of Fairfield county, Central Climate Division reflective of Hartford, Tolland, Windham counties.  

Blend of Central Climate Division and Coastal Climate Division for Fairfield, New Haven, Middlesex, New London counties.

Region partially meets drought 

trigger or is near trigger threshold 

(judgement call needed)

Drought trigger not met across the 

majority of region (conditions can be 

worse in specific localities)

Methodology:

(1) Based on monthly precipitation averaged by region, calculated by National Weather Service (NWS).

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Water/Drought/NWS-Precip-Reports/CTprecip_thru0820.pdf
https://groundwaterwatch.usgs.gov/StateMap.asp?sa=CT&sc=09
https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/index.php?r=ct&id=mv01d
https://portal.ct.gov/DPH/Drinking-Water/DWS/Reservoir-Data
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/cdus/palmer_drought/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/cdus/palmer_drought/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/cdus/palmer_drought/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/cdus/palmer_drought/
https://vegdri.unl.edu/Home/StateVegDRI.aspx?CT
https://vegdri.unl.edu/Home/StateVegDRI.aspx?CT
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Forestry/Forest-Fire/Forest-Fire-Danger-Report
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
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